October 1967) During the early attachment phase of implantation of the blastocyst, basically staining bodies are found in the uterine epithelium which have been described by Wilson (1963) as primary invasive cells. He postulates that they are cells passing from the embryonic trophoblast through the maternal epithelium into the uterine stroma. With the light microscope they appear as small, variably shaped, basically staining bodies in which no internal structure can be discerned. Finn & McLaren (1967) (Enders & Schlafke, 1967; Reinius, 1967; Mayer, Nilsson & Reinius, 1967) .
Using the electron microscope we have made a thorough search for such bodies in sections through implantation sites taken from mice killed approximately 100 hr after mating, and in this paper we describe structures in the maternal epithelium which show many features characteristic of W-bodies. -trophoblast, E-maternal epithelium, BC-blastocyst cavity, WB-W-body, JCjunctional complexes between the apices of uterine epithelial cells. Fig. 4 . Two inclusions within the trophoblast, which probably represent the later stages of digestion of engulfed W-bodies. 26,000. Fig. 5 . Two inclusions within the trophoblast, the larger one probably represents an early stage following engulfment of a W-body. 11,300.
